Harris recommends filing the tooth about half off, before the forceps be applied ; this, when practicable, renders the operation less liable to accidents, but when filing is impracticable, there remains but one alternative,?the operation must be performed with the forceps, be the consequences what they may.
It must be evident to every practitioner, that the profession should be supplied with an instrument which can be used on all occasions without risk of injuring the vitality of the root, by the violence of the concussion, or by wrenching the tooth from its natural position during the operation. To effect this, the instrument must be sufficiently strong to prevent it from springing ; it must have a multiplied lever power, so as to require less effort on the part of the operator; and lastly, it must be so constructed that any irregularity in the motion of the hand, which gives the force, will have no effect on that part of the instrument which is applied to the tooth. In case the pivot be broken, and a part of it remaining in the root, a small pointed instrument resembling a twisted gimblet without a screw, may be used with safety. This instrument not only cuts rapidly, but follows the fibres of the wood, and is therefore easily directed, so as not to cut away the substance of the fang.
